From: Turner, Kim

To: Martarano, Steve

Cc: Michael Chotkowski; Colin Grant

Subject: Re: ashy storm-petrel outreach package

Date: Thursday, August 22, 2013 4:16:32 PM

Attachments: Ashy-Communications-Strateay-Template-blank kst.docx

ashy finding Q&A final KST.docx
Ashy NR finding KST edits.docx

Hi Steve, Thanks for passing this along for our review. Attached, please find my edits to the
communication docs. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Kim
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Kim S. Turner

Assistant Field Supervisor
ESA/Regulatory Division

Bay-Delta Fish & Wildlife Office
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

650 Capitol Mall, Suite 8-300
Sacramento, CA 95814

(916) 930-5604 FAX: (916) 930-5654

kim_s turner@fws.gov
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On Thu, Aug 22, 2013 at 2:45 PM, Martarano, Steve <steve martarano@fws.gov> wrote:
Please review the attached documents and then I'll send them to Region staff to review the
week of Aug. 26. Pam Bierce at region has indicated that D.C. may want to see these, so
please send back to me by Aug. 28 so I can get to Region in a timely fashion. Thanks.

Steve Martarano, Public Affairs Specialist
Bay-Delta Office, Fish and Wildlife Service
650 Capitol Mall, Eighth Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

Office -- 916-930-5643
Cell - 916-335-8841

Check out the BDFWO web page at
http://www.fws.gov/sfbaydelta/
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1. What Action is being taken? The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service completed a status review and 12-month finding of the ashy storm-petrel, a seabird that lives off the California coast, and concluded it does not warrant protection under the Endangered Species Act. The Service made this finding after a thorough review of all the available scientific and commercial information regarding its status and threats to the species, concluding that population trend data for ashy storm-petrel does not show that the species is in decline.



2. What is the proposed date to announce this action? Why has that date been selected? On Aug. 19, 2009, the Service announced its 12-month finding that found that, listing the ashy storm-petrel was not warranted. The Center for Biological Diversity challenged this decision in the District Court of the Northern District of California on Oct. 25, 2010. This challenge was resolved by a Sept. 16, 2011, Stipulation of Dismissal, based on the approval of two settlements in which the Service agreed to submit a proposed rule or a not-warranted finding regarding the ashy storm-petrel to the Federal Register by Sept. 30, 2013.



3. What are our communication goals? 1) Explain the finding to all stakeholders and interested parties and how the Service came to that conclusion using the best available science; 2) Ensure that all parties interested in or affected by this action are informed in a timely manner; 3) Show what efforts to safeguard this species are currently being implemented and why there’s no danger of the species going extinct.



4. What is the strategy (or strategies) we plan to use to notify the public? A news release announcing the opening of the comment period went out on Nov. 28, 2012.  When the finding is published in the Federal Register, the release will be sent to the BDFWO’s extensive media list (approximately 300), and will also be posted on both the BDFWO and Pacific Southwest Region’s web sites. The Region will provide the news release and other materials as needed to Congressional District offices and to members in D.C. Outreach will also be made to state and other federal contacts, and stakeholder interests.



5.  What is the implementation timeline?



		Target Date

		Activity

		Responsible

		Date Completed



		[bookmark: _GoBack]Due: Sept. 30, 2013

		12-month finding transmitted to Federal Register

		FWS Bay-Delta FWO

		



		October 2013

		Release finding to the public

		Steve Martarano, BDFWO

		







6. Which communications tools are needed? 



		Tool

		Responsible Party

		Due Date

		Status



		Email list

		Steve Martarano, BDFWO

		October 2013

		



		Web design

		Harry Mossman

		October 2013
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Questions and Answers & Timeline

Ashy storm-petrel 12-month Finding





Q: Where is the ashy storm-petrel found?



A: Confirmed breeding locations for aAshy storm-petrels have been confirmed to breedidentified at 32 locations (on islands and offshore rocks) from Mendocino County, California, south to the Todos Santos Islands, west of Ensenada, Baja California, Mexico. More than 90 percent of the species breeds in two population centers at SE Farallon Island and the following California Channel Islands: San Miquel, Santa Cruz, Anacapa, Santa Barbara, Santa Catalina, and San Clemente. Recent credible sightings indicate that the species has been observed in flight as far north as Oregon. Small numbers of individual sightings have occurred in Oregon but no large numbers of ashy storm-petrels or breeding colonies have been located in Oregon. At-sea observations of ashy storm-petrels south of Islas San Benitos, Mexico, are unusual; most observations of the species are off the coasts of California and Baja California, Mexico. 



Q: How many ashy storm-petrels are there?



A: The current total (restricted to California and Mexico) population size of breeding ashy storm-petrels at all known locations is estimated at between 10,000 and 11,000 individuals. One study estimates that 53.5 percent of the SE Farallon Island population were breedersbreeding ashy storm-petrels. Using this value to extrapolate from the estimated number of breeding birds to total population size throughout the range, we estimate a total current global population of breeding and non-breeding individuals at between about 18,700 and 20,600 birds. These estimates account only for known population occurrences. Unconfirmed and potentially unknown locations are not included in the estimate, however, the existence of sizeable unknown populations (on the scale of SE Farallon or Channel Islands) is unlikely, given the considerable survey efforts that have occurred.



Q: What is the population trend of ashy storm-petrels?



A: Over 90 percent of the estimated breeding population is restricted to SE Farallon Island and the Channel Islands and so most colony data (population trends and productivity estimates) are derived from those two locations



Farallon Island population trends:



SE Farallon Island serves as breeding grounds for approximately 58 percent of the known ashy storm-petrel breeding population. We do not have any comparable colony size data for evaluating population trends before 1992, when standardized mist netting efforts began on SE Farralon Island. The best data available are based on the mist net population index there, and show up and down variation from 1992 to about 2001. There was then a sharp increase in the population index from 2001 to 2007 at a mean rate estimated to be about 22.5 percent per year. The population index then decreased during the 2007–2011 period at a mean rate of 5.46 percent a year. The recent pattern of lower index numbers continued in 2012, with 2012 numbers being similar to 2010 numbers. We conclude that the population is currently experiencing fluctuations due to various factors, including avian predation. After assessing the best available scientific data, we have concluded that there is no consistent long term trend in the species’ population nesting on SE Farallon Island.



[image: ]



Channel Islands population trends:



The Channel Islands population comprises an estimated 36 percent of the total ashy storm-petrel population. We currently have no published studies of population trends on the Channel Islands.



Q: What are the main stressors that have a potential to impact the ashy storm-petrel population?



A: The species report prepared by the Service revealed that the primary stressors for the ashy storm-petrel on SE Farallon Island are burrowing owl predation and western gull predation. Other potential stressors evaluated in the species report include climate change (ocean acidification, ocean warming, and sea level rise); invasive species; human activities, including military; overutilization for commercial, recreational, scientific, or educational purposes; house mouse predation; skunk predation; barn owl predation; common raven predation; artificial light pollution; oil pollution; contaminants; and ingestion of plastics. 



Q: Isn’t the ashy storm-petrel struggling in several locations? 

	

A: The Service determined that the species is currently experiencing natural population fluctuations and there is no long term decline in the species. The species population at SE Farallon Island (the most populated breeding ground) has more than doubled in the last 20 years according to mist net surveys. Although there has been a recent decrease in the population on SE Farallon Island in the last six years possibly due to avian predation, we have no data indicating that this trend will continue. 



Populations at the Channel Islands have suffered mortality events from ravens and skunks. These predation events were isolated to certain caves or rock structures on or adjacent to Santa Cruz Island. There is no indication that these predation events are driving overall population trends on the Channel Islands. 



Are you doing anything to help the population in those locations?

	

A: A number of steps are being taken in attempt to reduce predation on both SE Farallon Island and the Channel Islands. On the Farallon Islands, owls have been translocated in the past and a house mouse eradication effort is currently in the planning stages. If implemented, mouse eradication is expected to reduce numbers of burrowing owls on the Island. On the Channel Islands, spotted island skunk traps have been deployed at cave sites where this has been a problem. Efforts are also being taken to restrict raven access to nest sites where ravens have been a problem through installation of raven proof nest boxes. 





Timeline of ashy storm-petrel actions:



· On October 16, 2007, FWS received a petition from the Center for Biological Diversity, requesting that the ashy storm-petrel be listed as a threatened or endangered species under the Act and that critical habitat be designated concurrently with listing.	Comment by U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service: We should be consistent is using FWS or Service

· On May 15, 2008, the Service published in the Federal Register a 90-day finding on the petition to list the ashy storm-petrel as threatened or endangered, and the 90-day finding determined that the petitioned action may be warranted. 	Comment by U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service: 

· On Aug. 19, 2009, the Service announced its 12-month finding that found, after reviewing the best available scientific and commercial information, that listing the ashy storm-petrel was not warranted. 

· The Center for Biological Diversity challenged this decisionthe 2009 12-month finding determination in the District Court of the Northern District of California on Oct. 25, 2010.

· This challenge was resolved by a Sept. 16, 2011, Stipulation of Dismissal, based on the approval of two settlements in which the Service agreed to submit a proposed rule or a not-warranted finding regarding the ashy storm-petrel to the Federal Register by the end of Fiscal Year (Sept. 30) 2013.

· The Service published a notice of initiation of status review and solicitation of new information for the ashy storm-petrel in the Federal Register on Nov. 28, 2012. This 12-month finding is part of the MDL settlement agreement. 	Comment by U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service: Do we identify what this means earlier

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Based on a review of the best available information and a full assessment of the status of the species in light of the five listing factors in the Endangered Species Act, FWS recommended on Oct. xx, 2013 that the ashy storm-petrel is not warranted for listing as an endangered or threatened species under the Act.
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Bay-Delta Fish and Wildlife Office

650 Capitol Mall, Eighth floor

Sacramento, CA 95814	



Oct. xx, 2013





Contact: Steve Martarano, (916) 930-5643, steve_martarano@fws.gov 



	

Service Determines Protection of Ashy Storm-Petrel 

Does Not Warrant Protection Under the Endangered Species Act is Not Warranted



The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced today it has completed a status review and 12-month finding of the ashy storm-petrel, a seabird that lives off the California coast, and concluded it does not warrant protection under the Endangered Species Act. The Service made this finding after a thorough review of all the best available scientific and commercial information regarding its status and threats to the species. 



The Service has determined that population trend data for ashy storm-petrel indicates that the species is currently undergoing natural population fluctuations and that the species is not in a long term decline. The species report revealed that the primary stressors for the ashy storm-petrel are burrowing owl predation and western gull predation on SE Farallon Island, which were found to have a slight to moderate impact on the species. The Service determined that these threats do not rise to the level of warranting listing of the ashy storm-petrel under the ESA because this predation may reduce the numbers of ashy storm-petrels at SE Farallon Island, but not to a point that the overall status of the species would be affected.  In addition, the historical range has remained the same, indicating there has not been a loss in the range of the species over time. 



Ashy storm-petrels have been confirmed to breed at 26 locations (on islands and offshore rocks) from Mendocino County in California, south to Todos Santos Islands, and west of Ensenada, Baja California, Mexico.  More than 95 percent of the species breeds in two population centers at the Farallon Islands and in the California Channel Islands. Anacapa, San Miguel, Santa Cruz, Santa Rosa, San Clemente, San Nicholas, Santa Barbara, and Santa Catalina islands comprise the Channel Islands. Ashy storm-petrels occur at their breeding colonies nearly year-round and occur there in greater numbers from February through October.



The ashy storm-petrel is a dark smoke-gray, medium-sized bird with long slender wings, a long forked tail, and webbed feet. It has a relatively short neck, large puffy head and small bill. The bill, legs, and feet are black. It can be distinguished from its close relative Leach's storm-petrel by color: ashy storm-petrel is almost entirely black while Leach's storm-petrel is dark with a white rump patch. Research indicates that there are no genetic differences between the ashy storm-petrel populations on the Farallon and Channel Iislands and there are no recognized subspecies.

	

[bookmark: _GoBack]On Aug. 19, 2009, the Service announced its 12-month finding that found that listing the ashy storm-petrel was not warranted. The Center for Biological Diversity challenged this decision in the District Court of the Northern District of California on Oct. 25, 2010. This challenge was resolved by a Sept. 16, 2011, Stipulation of Dismissal, based on the approval of two settlements in which the Service agreed to submit a proposed rule or a not-warranted 12-month finding regarding the ashy storm-petrel to the Federal Register by Sept. 30, 2013.   



A copy of the 12-month finding and other information about ashy storm-petrel is available on the Internet at [insert url], or by contacting Steve Martarano, at the Bay-Delta Fish and Wildlife Office at (916) 930-5643. Photos of the ashy storm-petrel and a distribution map can be located and downloaded from the Bay-Delta FWO image library at http://www.flickr.com/photos/usfws_pacificsw/sets/72157625318619878/

The Service encourages the public to continue to submit any new information concerning the status of, and threats to, the ashy storm-petrel which will help the Service monitor and support the ongoing management of this species.

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals, and commitment to public service. For more information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit http://www.fws.gov/cno. Connect with our Facebook page, follow our tweets, watch our YouTube Channel, and download photos from our Flickr page. 



-FWS-
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